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2012 AMENDMENTS TO KANSAS LIQUOR LAWS 

The 2012 Legislature passed Senate Substitute for House Bill 2689 which amends the liquor control act, 
the club and drinking establishment act, the cereal malt beverage act, the liquor enforcement tax act, and 
the liquor drink tax act. Governor Brownback signed the bill into law on May 25, 2012 and the bill was 
published in the Kansas Register on May 31, 2012. Unless otherwise indicated, all these provisions 
become effective July I, 2012. 

Following are the changes made by the bill: 

New License Type: Public Venue 
A public venue is: 

• An arena, stadium, hall or theater, used primarily for athletic and spmting events, live concerts,
live theatrical productions or similar seasonal ente1tairunent events, not operated on a daily basis,
and containing:

o Not less than 4,000 permanent seats; and
o Not less than two private suites, which are enclosed or semi-enclosed seating areas,

having controlled access and separated from the general admission areas by a permanent
barrier.

A public venue license shall allow: 
• The sale and service of liquor by the drink for consumption on the licensed premises;
• The sale and service of unlimited drinks for a fixed price in designated areas;
• The sale of all-inclusive packages that may include alcoholic liquor in designated areas;
• The sale of alcoholic liquor in the original containers in private suites;
• The return of unused liquor to the retailer or distributor from whom it was purchased if the next

scheduled event for the venue is more than 90 days from the previous event.

New License type: Mic1·odistillery 
A microdistillery shall allow: 

• The manufacture of not more than 50,000 gallons of spirits per year;
• The sale of manufactured spirits to distributors;
• The sale of spirits in the original unopened container to consumers for off-premise consumption;
• The serving, free of charge, of spirits manufactured by the licensee on the licensed premises, and 

off the licensed premises at special events monitored and regulated by the ABC; 

Retailers 

o The premises where the samples are served must be located in a county where the sale of
liquor by the individual drink is allowed in drinking establishments.

Retailers may serve free samples of alcoholic liquor on the retail premises and at adjacent premises, 
monitored and regulated by the ABC. 

• All liquor used for sampling must be removed from the retailer's inventory;
• Suppliers or their agents may pmticipate in tasting events hosted by the retailer, but must

purchase the liquor used for sampling from the retailer;
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